A simple and reliable method to simulate multileaf-plans.
To combine conformity of the irradiation with time effectiveness during treatment, the use of multileaf collimators has become more and more common. However, the simulation of the leaf positions is rather difficult compared with metal blocks. We developed a new method, utilizing an acrylic template in which the contour produced by the leaves is machined in the form of a 1 mm groove by a computerized numerically controlled milling machine. This template is then inserted into a mount attached to the simulator. The main advantages are the errorfree, direct communication from the therapy planning system to the milling machine via a network, the possibility to transfer the contour to the skin, and the documentation on the simulation film. The use of templates is reliable and, e.g. the costs of the materials are lower than for block simulation.